
Lindfield Audiology 
  Suite 6, 12 Tryon Road 

Lindfield NSW 2070 
P: (02) 9413 8491 

E: contact@lindfieldaudiology.com.au 
 

© 2019 by Mitch Adair 
 

 

Behind-the-Ear Hearing Aid Styles 
 

Style Appearance Considerations 
Behind-the-
ear (BTE) 
Standard 

 

Advantages 
- Can fit most degrees of hearing loss 
- Access to wireless functionality 
- Ear moulds are easy to modify 
- Low risk of acoustic feedback 
- Easier to maintain / clean 

 
Disadvantages 

- Can be conspicuous 
- Not convenient to wear with glasses 

 

Behind-the-
ear (BTE)  
 
Open Fit 

 

Advantages 
- Non-occluding 
- Access to wireless functionality 
- Small, less conspicuous than standard BTE 

 
Disadvantages 

- Fits mid/high frequency hearing losses only 
- Best hearing aid option for waxy or 

infection-prone ears 

Receiver-
in-canal 
(RIC) 

 

Advantages 
- Rechargeable  
- Non-occluding 
- Small, discreet 
- Access to wireless functionality 
- Fits most hearing losses 

 
Disadvantages 

- Not suitable for very waxy or discharging 
ears 
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Custom / In-the-Ear Hearing Aid Styles 
 

Style Appearance Considerations 

In-the-ear 
(ITE)  

 
 

Advantages 
- Can fit quite severe hearing losses 
- Easier to wear with glasses than BTE 
- Access to wireless functionality 
- Easy to insert 

 
Disadvantages 

- Possible occlusion with own voice 
- Outer ear not aerated 
- Can be conspicuous  

 
In-the-canal 
(ITC)  

 Advantages 
- Less visible than full shell ITE 
- Easy to wear with glasses 
- Easy to insert 

 
Disadvantages 

- Smaller battery = shorter battery life 
- Less access to technology features 
- Possible occlusion with own voice 
- Outer ear not aerated 

 
Completely-
in-canal (CIC) 

 
 

Invisible-in-
the-canal (IIC) 

 Advantages 
- Very small, discreet 
- Easy to wear with glasses 

 
Disadvantages 

- Smaller battery = shorter battery life 
- Limited access to wireless technology 
- Possible occlusion with own voice 
- Outer ear not aerated 

 

 


